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      Can tech transform wildlife protection in Africa?

    

    

      Wildlife conservation is a consistent conversation that needs to evolve in order to maintain the necessary pace against threats. While security on the ground…
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      A cashflow kit to help small business make better financial decisions

    

    

      Cashflow remains the lifeblood of any small business, and managing cash flow correctly remains a major challenge that the South African 2.6 million SME…
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      EB Motors announces showroom expansion in sparkling fashion

    

    

      Fast cars, fashion, opulence, creatives, and an art gallery were all blended together under one roof to celebrate the launch of a much anticipated…
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      New $50m fund aims to catalyse South African tech boom

    

    

      
A newly launched venture capital fund is setting its sights on propelling South African and African technology startups to new heights. Conducive Capital, a…
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      South Africa’s FATF greylisting: A wake-up call for fintech and compliance

    

    

      
South Africa’s recent greylisting by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has sent shockwaves through the nation’s financial and technology sectors. The move, which…
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      How wider broadband access can help businesses solve their recruitment issues

    

    

      
Investments in infrastructure and more spectrum availability have made it cheaper and easier for operators to roll out mobile broadband networks in both urban…
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      Honor’s plan at MWC 2024, cutting edge AI, innovation and awards

    

    

      
Honor received the GLOMO Award for Best in Show alongside an impressive tally of 45 Best of MWC2024 nods from media outlets. We spotted…
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      New 13, 15-inch Macbook Air with better M3 chip

    

    

      
With better performance, faster WiFi, and better support and up to 18 hours of battery life, Apple introduces the latest MacBook Air series with…
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      Acer announces budget friendly Acer Aspire Lite 14

    

    

      
A budget-friendly laptop option has been announced from the Acer camp promising a laptop that isn’t just convenient, but a necessity. Launching exclusively through…
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      Review: Lexus UX250h F Sport

    

    

      Japanese industrial design is globally renowned. Although Chinese and Korean Smartphones and devices from Huawei and Samsung are more popular than any Japanese rival,…
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      Zimbabwe, Mozambique and South Africa’s EV battery future

    

    

      Zimbabwe and Mozambique have an abundance of materials required for building automotive grade EV batteries. But where are they going to be made? The…
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      Porsche powers ahead with EV-only Macan

    

    

      Porsche SUVs. They’re respected but not adored. For followers of the world’s most iconic German car brand, SUVs are tolerated. A brand sacrifice to…
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Every data journalist knows the feeling: you’re working on a massive project, you’ve finally found the data… but it is in PDF format.

        
            
                
            

        

Last month I had a crime reporter from Cape Town in one of my data journalism training sessions, who had managed to get around 60 PDF pages worth of stats out the relevant authorities. She explored and analyzed them by hand, which took days. That set me thinking. The problem can’t be all that uncommon and there must be a good few data journalists out there who could use a quick guide to scraping spreadsheets from PDFs.  

The ideal of course is not getting your data in PDF form in the first place. It all comes from the same database, and it shouldn’t be any effort for the people concerned to save the same data in an Excel spreadsheet. The unfortunate truth however is that a lot of officials aren’t willing to do that out of fear that you’ll tinker with their data. 

There are some web services like cometdocs or pdftoexcelonline that could help you out. Or you could try to build a scraper yourself, but then you have to read Paul Bradshaw‘s Scraping for Journalists first.

Tabula 

My favourite tool though is Tabula. Tabula describes itself as “a tool for liberating data tables trapped inside PDF files”. It’s fairly easy to use too. All you have to do is import your PDF, select your data, push a button and there is your spreadsheet! You save the scraped page in CSV and from there you can import it into any spreadsheet program.

One small problem is that Tabula only scrapes one PDF page at a time. So 10 PDF pages worth of data gives you 10 spreadsheets.

Installing Tabula is a piece of cake: download, unzip and run. Tabula is written in Java (so you should have Java installed) and uses Ruby for scraping, which is one of the languages used on Scraperwiki to build tailor-made PDF scrapers.




																	

							

						

						
							
								
									

								

								
									
										
																					

									

									 
			Peter Verweij


			Read More 
											

							

						

						
							
								
									
										
											
											





										

									

								

								
									
										
										





									

								

							

						

					

				

			

		

	




	

		Posted in Online journalismTagged data journalism, Data Scraping, PDF
	






		
						
				Facebook looking at feature that lets you save links to read later
				
					
						Facebook
					
					•
					28 Nov 2013
				

				Read More
			

	


			
									
								
							
			
					
	



		
	
		
			
				
					
						
						





					

					
						
						





					

				

			

		

	




	
		
			
				
					More
					
									News

				

			

		


		
			
				
												
								
										  

    
        

    

    

      Can tech transform wildlife protection in Africa?

    

    

      Wildlife conservation is a consistent conversation that needs to evolve in order to maintain the necessary pace against threats. While security on the ground…
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      A cashflow kit to help small business make better financial decisions

    

    

      Cashflow remains the lifeblood of any small business, and managing cash flow correctly remains a major challenge that the South African 2.6 million SME…
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      EB Motors announces showroom expansion in sparkling fashion

    

    

      Fast cars, fashion, opulence, creatives, and an art gallery were all blended together under one roof to celebrate the launch of a much anticipated…
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      The role of tech in modern hospitality, the necessary shift

    

    

      A glimpse into the future indicates that the hospitality industry is rapidly advancing towards an era of convenience, function, and a revolutionized guest experience…
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